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Turner: ‘That’s life in the Big City’

by Rick Karlin

March 16, 2012 at 12:06 pm 

Newly minted Congressman and GOP Senate Candidate Bob Turner just spent a couple of minutes with the press scrum here at the Rochester convention and he both why he was bailing on his short Congressional career and why he thinks he can win, after a likely primary in June (today’s convention is to designate a Senate candidate, unless that person gets 50 percent plus one and no one else gets more than 25 percent, there is a primary).

With his 9th Congressional district about to fall prey to the redistricting axe, if Turner wanted to stay in Congress he would probably have to face longtime Congressman Gregory Meeks in an even more Democratic and more African American district than the Brooklyn/Queens district he won in a surprise vote last fall against David Weprin, who was widely viewed as a weak candidate.

“That’s a district that really can’t be moved,” said Turner. “That’s not a legitimate shot,” he said of Meeks.

To take on incumbent Democrat Kirsten Gillibrand, Turner thinks he’ll have to win in a June primary and then bring Conservative Chairman Mike Long on board. 

He’ll also need estimated $15 million war chest. And, of course, the NYC resident will have to travel all 62 counties in the state.

When asked if this task was turning out to be more work than anticipated, Turner said “Everything I do turns out to be a lot more work than I though. That’s life in the Big City.”
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